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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mayor Edward “Bud” Caulfield


And



Members of the Lowell City Council
FROM:

Bernard F. Lynch, City Manager 
DATE:
July 22, 2009

SUBJECT:
COUNCIL MOTION OF 07/14/09 BY COUNCILOR RITA MERCIER 

“REQUEST THAT THE CITY MANAGER INVESTIGATE AND REPORT ON RELEASING CITY PROPERTIES NO LONGER USEFUL FOR CITY PURPOSES, IN AN EFFORT TO INCREASE TAX REVENUES.  FOR EXAMPLE, THE BUTLER SCHOOL, THE GREEN SCHOOL (WHEN VACATED) AND OTHER CITY PROPERTIES”
In response to the above-mentioned motion I have been in contact with the Department of Planning and Development.  For fiscal years 2007-2009 the Division of Planning and Development (DPD) has disposed of eight properties through the “Yard Sale” program for a total of $1,126, seven City Owned/Tax Title properties through a Request for Proposals (RFP) process for a total of $887,157, three properties through the ACRE Urban Renewal Plan for a total of $110,000, and six properties through the JAM Urban Renewal Plan for a total of $3,518,398.   In addition, the DPD has conducted approximately three RFP’s on the Fourth Street Fire Station and multiple RFP’s for one and two-family building lots throughout the City none of which resulted in a response.  Currently 1769 Middlesex Street and a portion of 751, 831-975 Pawtucket Boulevard are under agreement for a total of $440,000.

The DPD is currently working on a plan to make the Fourth Street Fire Station a financially feasible residential project by packaging the property with an allocation of Neighborhood Stabilization Program Funds obtained from the State.  This project will also provide an opportunity to create a number of Julian Steele replication units.  A new “Yard Sale” appraisal has been conducted and the DPD will be requesting City Council approval to adjust the sale prices and make other minor modifications to the program to facilitate the disposition of eight new vacant lots.  We have obtained an appraisal and are reviewing the disposition of the Smith Baker Center and will be obtaining an appraisal for the disposition of a small commercial lot located at 700 Dutton Street.  The DPD is also reviewing the disposition status and reuse options for the Red Cross building located at 391 Pawtucket Street.        

The City is in possession of several one and two-family building lots.  However, given current market conditions, the demand for one and two-family building lots is minimal so these would not be a viable revenue generation source at this time.               

The DPD has not been informed that the School Committee has voted to convey control of the Varnum School, Butler School, or the Green School back to the City.  The School Committee would need to vote that the building(s) are no longer needed for school purposes, and transfer care, custody, management, and control back to the City before the property could be made available for disposition.  DPD will continue to communicate with School Administration to obtain an update of the status of these and/or other properties that may be conveyed back to the City and made available for disposition.         

If you have any questions or need any assistance in this matter, please contact Adam Baacke at the Division of Planning and Development at 446-7200 extension 1401.

cc:
Adam Baacke, Assistant City Manager/DPD Director
Chris A. Scott, PhD, Superintendent of Schools

Christine O’Connor, City Solicitor 

Anne Barton, Deputy Director


George Proakis, Planning and Permitting Director


 
Lawrence Bevere, Asset Manager

