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TO:

Mayor Edward “Bud” Caulfield




And



Members of the Lowell City Council

FROM:
Bernard F. Lynch, City Manager

DATE:

July 20, 2009
RE:
CC Motion of July 14, 2009 by Councilor Kazanjian
“Request the City Manager have the appropriate department(s) investigate and report on the conditions at 34-36 Meade St.”

In response to the above-mentioned motion I have been in contact with the police department and inspectional services regarding concerns related to 34-36 Meade St.  Superintendent Lavallee has had the Crime Analysis Unit review Incidents and Calls for Service associated with the Clean Living Sober House at 36 Mead St.  They found that there have been 21 calls for service between January 1, 2009 and July 15, 2009.  The majority of the calls were medical-related (8) or classified as “Other” (7) including: warrant check, serve restraining order, unwanted, landlord tenant problem, etc.  There was one call for each of the following: assault, disturbance, domestic situation, fight, suspicious activity and vandalism.

Six of the twenty-one Calls for Service generated a police report.  There were two domestic assaults between residents of the property as well as a domestic-related argument.   There is also a report registering a sex offender living in the home and a warrant arrest.  Of note, an unmarked police cruiser was damaged, having a large rock thrown through the windshield, while Family Service Unit detectives conducted a home visit with the above-mentioned Level 3 Sex Offender.  No suspects or witnesses have been identified in that case.

The aggravated assault mentioned at the council meeting on the 14th does not appear to be related to the Clean Living Sober House.  The assault involved two men, one of whom lives at 44 Floyd St., who witnessed a group of six Hispanic males and three Hispanic females looking into parked cars on the street.  The victims approached and asked what the group was doing when the assailants began to attack.  One of the victims was hit in the head with a Budweiser beer bottle.  Evidence suggests the fight occurred in front of 54 / 56 Mead St (Case #09-12510).
As for reports of code violations related to occupancy, Bob Camacho followed up on a report (see attached) provided to the council on June 9th in response to a motion made by Councilor Kazanjian on May 26th in regards to the same location.  Actions on this address began on April 1, 2009 following an inspection which found that 26 people were in residence at the location.  Over the last several months, the eviction process has been served by the landlord on a number of the residents at this location.  On July 13th , David St. Hilaire, Senior Inspector conducted a follow up inspection and determined that the premises was presently in compliance with zoning requirements, with 3 residents on the first floor, 3 on the 2nd and the 3rd floor vacant.  He goes on to say that the location is currently not being used as a “lodging house.” 
Please contact me with any questions in this regard.  Thank you.
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BFL/dm

Cc:
Robert Camacho, Commissioner, Inspectional Services 

Kenneth Lavallee, Superintendent, Lowell Police Department


David St. Hilaire, Sr. Inspector, Inspectional Services
